Welcome!
Fall 2021



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSyPDlj26kE&feature=youtu.be

International Student Services

OUR AGENDA TODAY

Dr. Ortiz Welcome - Greetings

Thaddeus Randall - Introduction

ISSS Services and Operations

Immigration Requlations: Maintaining Status
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INn the United States on 2018/2019:

1 ,095,2 9 9 iInternational

students were in the U.S.in 2018/19
INncluding those In academic programs

and Opftional Practical Training.

Open Doors is conducted by the Institute of International Education

with the support of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs O P e nd oo rs :

of the U.S. Department of State. Online at: www.iie.org/opendoors




oes ISSS servee
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Staying Informed!
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https://www.facebook.com/FIUISSS
https://instagram.com/fiuisss

What is ISSS?

The Office of
International & l/
Student and - '}3
Scholar Services is <N
the first point of %

contact for v
international 4
students and

scholars at the
university.



What are Our Services?

We provide:

Advising services to international students and scholars on
immigration, legal, personal, cultural and financial issues

Referrals to other campus or community resources if ISSS if unable to
help directly or when other services are needed

And also....

We notify students of changes in immigration regulations via
email and the ISSS website

We prepare letters and certifications needed by other agencies
and institutions

We assist students with cultural adjustment and personal
concerns

We coordinate a varied activity program for all international
students and scholars

International Student
& Scholar Services
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Communicating with ISSS

You can talk to an advisor accessing our
VIRTUAL OFFICE

go.fiu.edu/virtualoffice

Our Hours:
Monday to Friday
Zdm o | 1:30 am and 2:00 1o 4:30 pm

International Student
& Scholar Services
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Appointment Policy

ISSS works on an appointment schedule so
advisors can give full attention to students’
questions and concerns.

Please schedule a virtual appointment
accessing

go.fiu.edu/appointment
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Document Requests

Qs ie FIU ISSS Services Home Page
Abdulla H A H Alajmi

Campus: Modesto A, MAISIAUS 1 Office of International Student and Scholar Services (1SSS)
welcomes all international students at FIU!

Network ID: aalajo21
At the ISSS Office we want to make sure you have a positive and
productive experience as you become an integral part of our community
and beyond. We are committed to your academic, professional, and
personal success as you pursue your studies in the United States and are
here to support you through out that endeavor.

For New Students ONLY:

« If you are an F-1 student, please use the New Panther link to check- In.

« If you are a J-1 exchange student, please use the J-1 Student Services
link to check -in.

All Students;

Please confirm that your Biographical Information from the menu on the left is
correct.

EVIS Status Information | | opwons

NO013844117
Active



https://globalaffairs.fiu.edu/isss/forms/

Hours and 24/7 Contact




Our Website-Your Guide

ISSS Webpage
Isss.fiu.edu

Flu FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Office of International Student & Scholar Services

About v  International Students v  Visiting Scholars v  Medical Insurance Finances & Taxes v  ISSS Portal ~

FIU Coronavirus Advisory - Visit our Panthers Protecting Panthers website and our Federal Relief page for updates.
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https://isss.fiu.edu/

IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS




Have you checked in?

Transfer and Newly Arrived Students
MUST CHECK IN using the NEW PANTHER PORTAL

within the first week of class! Visit https://globalaffairs.fiu.edu

Documents you must upload to your ISSS Panther Portal to check in:
v Proof that you completed the Check-In Virtual Information Session
Passport / F1 or J1 Visa
Electronic I-94 Form
[-20 or DS-2019 Form

Your local address and phone number

NE N R

Failure to check in with ISSS will result in your SEVIS
record termination!!
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Your I-20 Form

SEVIS ID#

“ Make sure all information on
[-20 is correct

“ You must not let your [-20
expire while you remain in the
U.S.

ltem 5 shows the program
dates

You must come to ISSS before
the end date if you need to
extend your program

Department nl Homcland Sccurity

1-20, Certificate ot Eligibility tor Nonimmigrant Student Status

OMB NO. 1653-0038

PREFERRED Y
(Cohn Doe

COUNTRY OF BIRTH
JNITED KIX

DATE OF BIRTH

J1 CANIJARY 1987
FORM ISSUE REASO
INITIAL ATTIEX

GIVEN NAME

cohn

PASSPORT NAME
COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP
JNITED KINC

ADMISSION NUMBER

CLASS

ACADEMIC AND
LANGUAGE

SCHOOL INFORMATION

SCHOOL NAME

SCHOOL OFFICIAL TO CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL
Helene Robertson

SCHOOL ADDRESS
9002 danay Lan

SCHOOL CODE AND APPROVAL DATE
BAL211711111300
93 AZRIL 2015

. Washingmon, KD 20744

PROGRAM OF STUDY

EDUCATION LEVEL MAJORT
i8] Eac vics,

MAJOR2

15.0601 e 99.9900

NORMAL PROGRAM LENGTH 3 2ROFICIENCY ENGLISH PROFICLENCY NOTES
72 Ls Required dent is mr

PROGRAM START DATE

J1 SEZTEEBRER

FINANCIALS

PROGRAM END DATE
2 ¢ 2921

JATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 9 MONTHS

STUDENT'S FUNDING FOR: 9 MON'THS

- FleasaebRs

arriwval.

OL ATTESTATION

and proof of {inan
qualifications meet all

X

SIGNATURE OF: Helane n, D80

ertify under pen.nlly of perjury that all information provided above was entered before | signed this form and is true and correct. | executed this form in the United
States after review and evaluation in lhe lJmled Sl.lle me or ulher uﬂ'unls of the \Lh()()] of the slud:\nls .m’phwuon lr.m\mpls or mhel veu)rds m‘u)ul\e\ l.nken

designated school official of the above en.mled school and am .Aulh()ruedlu issue this form.

DATE ISSUED PLACE ISSUED

21 april 29515 7. Weshington, KD

STUDENT ATTESTATION

| have read and agreed (0 comply with the terms and conditions of my admission and those of any extension of stay. | certify that all information provided on this form
refers specifically (0 me and is rue and correct  the best of my knowledge. | certify that | seek o enter or remain in the United States temporarily, and solely for the
pumpose of pursuing a full program of study at the school named above. L also authorize the named school (o Telease any information from my records needed by DHS
pursuant o 8 CFR 214.3(g) (0 determine my nonimmigrant status. Parent or guardian, and student, must sign if student is under 18,

X

SIGNATURE OF: Jchn Doe 5nith DATE
X

NAME OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE

ADDRESS (city/state or province/country) DATE




Your I-20 Form

1-20, Cenificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
OMB NO. 16530038

NAME: John Doe Smith

Page 2 of the I-20 contains the
signature of a DSO which makes
the document valid for TRAVEL

This signature must be less than

ICE Form 1-20 A-B {12/2016)
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The visa is an entry
document only.
may expire while
you are here in the
U.S. without
affecting your F-1
status.

However, you must

Your F-1 Visa

Issuing Post Name Control Number

CHENNAI ( MADRAS)

Surname

Given Name Visa Type /Class
R=F1
Passport Number Sex Birth Date Nationality
M T I\
Entries Issue Date Expiration Date
M 13JUN2012 11JUN2017 0100
Annotation
NOO
F2461448

* GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
ATLANTA,GA 30332-0284

VNUS A < < < <<<<<<<<<<<KK <LK K
H4024353<4IND8810056M1706114F1MDROY36J752116

have a valid passport.

It is recommended that your passport be valid for at
least six months into the future.

International Student
F I u & Scholar Serwces

FLORIDA INTERNATION



Your Form |-94

Electronic record of your entry into the U.S. which

you can access at www.cbp.gov/i94

Issued to foreign visitors to the U.S. (all non-U.S.
citizens) and contains an 11-digit number

You will be issued a new 1-94 number each time

you make a new entry into the U.S.

The information in this record is extremely
important as it shows the length of time and
in which visa status you are permitted to stay

in the U.S. Your Form 1-94 electronic record
should state the following:

Class of Admission:
F-1orlJ-1

Admit Until Date:
D/S
(Duration of Status)

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



Departure Grace Periods for F-1 and J-1 Students

After completion of program:
60 - day Grace Period for F-1 students

After Completion of Program OR After Optional Practical Training

30 - day Grace Period for J-1 students

After Completion of Program OR After Academic Training

Within the grace period you must:

e Transfer to a new academic program (continue student status)
e Change to another status if eligible

e Leave the U.S. (once you have departed you may not re-enter
in student status)

Std nt
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For F-1 STUDENTS WITHDRAWING FROM PROGRAM

15 - day Grace Period (F-1)

When a student must leave suddenly without
completing his or her program

May stay in U.S. up to 15 days after dropping classes
or no longer attending classes — MUST BE APPROVED
BY ISSS IN ADVANCE

FIU s

Stdt



UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
12 credit hours
(Fall & Spring; summer)

FALL/Spring A/B/C

Admitted for fall — 12 credits first day
of classes

Admitted for Spring 12 credits first
day of classes

Summer 12 credits 1 class sum A

EXCEPTIONS:

Authorized for reduced course
load (RCL Form)

GRADUATE STUDENTS
9 graduate credit hours

(Fall & Spring; summer)

FALL/Spring A/B/C

Admitted for fall — 9 grad credits first day of classes

Admitted for Spring 9 grad credits first day of
classes

Summer 6 credits 1 class sum A

EXCEPTIONS:

Advance to thesis/dissertation

3 credits = full-time if authorized by UGS
Authorized for reduced course load
(RCL)

International Student
F I u & Scholar Services

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



FULL-TIME ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENT

ONLINE COURSES

Only one online course (3 credits) will be counted toward the full-
time course load requirement.
You may not take all courses online in your last term

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS

O credits on campus + 3 online = 12 credits

GRADUATE STUDENTS summer

3 credits on campus + 3 online = 6 credits

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



REDUCED COURSE LOAD (RCL) AUTHORIZATIONS

RCL may be authorized in very limited circumstances
WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION REQUIRED FROM ISSS
ACADEMIC DIFFICULTIES (limited to first semester only)
MEDICAL CONDITION (may not exceed 12 months)
COMPLETION OF STUDY (limited to FINAL term)

Std nt
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FULL-TIME ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENT

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT ____

You may take classes at other institutions
(Miami Dade College, university of Miami :
etc.) that count toward the full-time T | v v
enrollment requirement if: o

You get written permission from your
Academic Advisor and ISSS

No more than 3 credits of online NN
coursework will count toward the full-time =~ %8 P
enrollment requirement ——

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



Academic Dismissal

Dismissal from the university

When your cumulative GPA falls below requirements for
multiple semesters (you will receive warnings before officially

dismissed)

You will be out of status if you cannot successfully appeal this
decision (and therefore continue enrollment at FIU)

Only options to avoid falling out of status are to IMMEDIATELY
transfer to another U.S. school or depart the U.S.

International Student
& Scholar Services
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Travel and Re-entry

To re-enter the U.S. In F-1 status,
you need:

A valid passport (valid six months into the future)

A valid F-1 visa stamp in your passport

Your FIU SEVIS 1-20 with a valid sighature of an ISSS
advisor (To be valid this signature must be less than 12 months old)

If your documents are not correct, USCBP
officials MAY give you a Form [-515A

Valid for only 30 days — you must submit
requested documents to DHS

Contact ISSS immediately upon your arrival!

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



Travel and Re-entry

When traveling...

You must request an ISSS advisor’s signature on PAGE TWO of
your | -20 at least 1 week before your intended travel date

If you need to renew your F-1 visa, you MUST re-verify funding
and request an updated 1-20 for visa renewal

Automatic Visa Revalidation: Mexico, Canada, Caribbean — visit
ISSS before your trip | '

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



ON-CAMPUS EMPLOYMENT

Basic Guidelines

Student MUST be maintaining valid F-1 status

Student must be ACTIVE IN PROGRAM AT FIU

Work LIMITED to 20 hours/week in Fall & Spring semesters
May work 21 hours or more during Summer or school breaks

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



Off-Campus Employment

Curricular Practical Training (CPT)

CPT is practical training that is performed for academic credit
(part of school curriculum and commensurate to degree level) OR
that is required as part of the academic plan or program

curriculum. B : :
e Required internship, practicum,

This includes: student teaching or field
experience

e Optional internships for credit
(MUST be in student’s major or
program of study)

* Cooperative (Co-op) education
programs for credit (MUST be in
student’s major or program of
study

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



Off-Campus Employment

Curricular Practical Training (CPT)

Detailed information and application
procedures are covered in the ISSS Online F-1
Employment Workshop.

This workshop is REQUIRED
for all students applying

for Practical Training

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



Off-Campus Employment

Optional Practical Training (OPT):

12 months (total) of employment authorization after
graduation from each degree level

Authorization from USCIS in the form of an EAD (OPT card)

May use before or after graduation STEM students may
apply for an extension

International Student
& Scholar Services
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY



Top 5 international
student rules to live by

1) Do not let your I-20 expire

2) Do not work on or off campus without ISSS Authorization

Always seek authorization from ISSS for Curricular Practical
Training (CPT) when enrolling in an internship, Co-op or
practicum whether it is paid or non-paid.

4) Always enroll full time during Fall and Spring semesters:
12 credits undergraduate | 9 credits graduate

s) Do not enroll in more than 3 credits online towards your full time
enroliment



Failure to Maintain Status

How?
Remaining in the U.S. longer than authorized to do so

Failing to meet requirements or violating the terms of
F-1 status

Studying part-time

Taking too many online classes

Engaging in unauthorized employment

Failing to complete your program

nal Student
& Scholar Serwces
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Failure to Maintain Status




HOW DO | GET MY STATUS BACK?

Reinstatement (USCIS application)
Restart (New SEVIS ID) via Travel

g /
J r

Make and appointment with ISSS immediately!
International Student
FIU :scioarsenices™



Getting a Florida ID and/or Driver’s License

Schedule an appointment at

Please keep in mind that your 1-20 must be
active in order for you to get your license. It may
take up to 15 business days to get your 1-20
activated after you check in!

We appreciate your patience.

International Student
FIU :Shoarsenices”


https://services.flhsmv.gov/Oasis/

International Students and Taxes

e All international students and
scholars must file taxes every
year.

e |SSS will offer several
information workshops before
tax filing season to assist FIU
students with the process

International Student
& Scholar Services
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Hurricanes in Florida

IMPORTANT:

All students are required to follow the
instructions of University officials in the

event of an emergency.

ro dage =
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More useful information....



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSyPDlj26kE&feature=youtu.be

Peer Mentors

Do you need some help
navigating the campus and
learning about FIU?

If you answered yes, we have
the solution. We have FIU
students that can help you
navigate FIU. Complete

the International Peer Mentor
Request Form to request a
peer mentor though
isss.fiu.edu.



https://forms.fiu.edu/view.php?id=871089

International Community Engagement Project - ICEF - FIU

ICEP is a program managed by the International Student and Scholar
Services (ISSS) Office at FIU. The program is designed to engage
international and domestic students through the lenses of Community
Engagement Projects. ICEP is a 6-month commitment

@FIUICEP @ICEPFIU

International Student
& Scholar Services
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Apply online by visiting
hetps:/ /globalaffoirs fruodu /isss /fusss -intar I y-engage /




Coming up this Fall.....

Please stay tuned for our
VIRTUAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS!

- e e
v " i ’

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram!
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ISSS Events

Social Events & Programs
See our Calendar of Events!
Office of International Student & SChoIa
Florida International University (fiu.edu)

Virtual Information Sessions & Workshops
Practical Training Workshops ( CPT & OPT)
Immigration Attorney Information Sessions
Tax Workshops

USA Education System Workshop

Job Search Strategies for International Students

International Student
& Scholar Services
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https://isss.fiu.edu/
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Let’s Celebrate!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GwjfUFyY6M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSyPDlj26kE&feature=youtu.be

